Congenital varicella syndrome as an unusual cause of congenital malformation: report of one case.
Intrauterine infections with varicella-zoster virus following maternal varicella in early pregnancy and resulting in congenital malformations are rare. Herein we report a child with congenital varicella syndrome characterized by low birth weight, cicatricial scarring, hypoplasia of both lower extremities with joint contracture, congenital hip dislocation, corneal opacity, atresia of the sigmoid colon and a rarely associated cloaca anomaly. The varicella IgG remained positive after she was seven months old. Her mother developed chickenpox at the 14th week of gestation. The purpose of this article is to raise pediatricians' index of suspicion for congenital varicella syndrome when an infant is born with multiple congenital malformations with an apparent history of maternal varicella infection.